THE   GARDEN   OF   EUROPE

gave thought to the matter and were inspired by conscious
patriotism, were in agreement as to the situation in which the
country found herself. They differ, it is true, as to causes when
arriving at an explanation of our decadence and backwardness.
They might disagree on the steps to be taken to remedy matters
and on the treatment to be applied. It might be that the origin
of so many ills lay in the disordered political life of the nation and
in the traditional shortcomings of the administration ; or else it
might arise from our material poverty and from our habit of
remaining uncorrected by education and by the backwardness of
our system of public instruction. It might be attributed to the
indiscipline of the Portuguese people or to the gigantic effort we
put forth, over a period of centuries, in discovering, occupying,
administering and civilising territories beyond all proportion to
the size of our human potential and the resources normally at our
disposal. Nonetheless all this in no way altered the general
conclusion reached/'

The crisis was reached in 1926, but it did not dry up the springs
of individual values and neither did it exhaust the spiritual resources
of the people. The \veeds in this Garden of Europe were man-made.
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